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Historical Demography in Ukraine: From “Political Arithmetic”

to Non-Political History

Demografia historyczna w Ukrainie. Od ,,arytmetyki politycznej”

do historii niepolitycznej

Abstract

The article is an introduction to the state
of development of historical demograph-
ic studies in Ukrainian historiography.
The authors try to explain why, at a time
when historical demography was the main-
stream in world historiography, it made
practically no progress in Soviet Ukraine,
and its achievements were left unused in
historians’ research. The reasons for inter-
est in historical demography today, and its
influence on the development of historical
anthropological research, are also analyz-
ed. The authors describe the main research

Abstrakt

Artykut stanowi wprowadzenie do sta-
nu rozwoju historycznych badan demo-
graficznych w historiografii ukrainskie;j.
Autorzy probuja  wyjasni¢, dlaczego
w czasach, gdy demografia historyczna
byta gtownym nurtem historiografii $wia-
towej, nie odnotowala ona praktycznie
zadnego postepu w sowieckiej Ukrainie,
a jej osiagnigcia nie zostaty wykorzystane
w badaniach historykéw. Przeanalizowa-
no réwniez przyczyny zainteresowania
dzisiejsza demografiag historyczna i jej
wplyw na rozwdj historycznych badan
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centers, examine the subjects of study and
discuss the prospects for development.

antropologicznych. Autorzy opisuja gtow-
ne osrodki badawcze, rozpatruja tematy

badan i omawiajg perspektywy rozwoju.
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Introduction

Ukraine is not represented in any way in the great collective history of world
historical demography." This, however, does not imply discrimination against
Ukrainian researchers. Today, it would be impossible to write the same lamenta-
ble history of the development of historical demography in Ukraine, with distinct
stages, or to put it into international context. The classical progressive develop-
ment of this scientific discipline simply did not happen here, for various reasons.
Throughout the second half of the twentieth century, historical and demographic
studies based on Ukrainian materials appeared sporadically and were separate
initiatives by individual academics. The general reason for this was the coun-
try’s membership of the Soviet academic environment, where social and human
sciences were organic components of the totalitarian system and served to propa-
gate Soviet values. At the same time, historians who were chronologically distant
from the twentieth century nevertheless had opportunities for qualitative research
that, despite “technical” flattery towards the classics of Marxism-Leninism, were
equal to world practices. This way some sections of archeology, medievalism and
early modern history functioned, where true scholars could feel relatively safe.
However, historical demography, with its focus on non-political issues (births,
deaths, family history, etc.,) and focusing on pre-modern society, was not consid-
ered safe, and therefore was not in demand. It was not until the beginning of the
21st century that it began to make its mark in Ukraine. Therefore, in this article,
in addition to the traditional historiographic review, we will also try to answer
the interrelated questions: what was the cause for the unpopularity of historical
demography in Soviet and post-Soviet Ukraine, and how does “Soviet heritage”

' A Global History of Historical Demography. Half a Century of Interdisciplinarity, eds. An-
toinette Fauve-Chamoux, Ioan Bolovan, Selvi Sogner (Bern: Peter Lang, 2016).
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affect historical and demographic research nowadays? What are the prospects
for Ukrainian demographers today? Such questions may, in the future, broaden
the conclusions of the book 4 Global History of Historical Demography. In crit-
icizing it, Tim Riswick stressed the need for reflection on why the achievements
of historical demography were more widely used in some countries than in oth-
ers.2 We will look at this problem from the opposite side — why was historical
demography less necessary in one particular country than in others?

“Political Arithmetic” Instead of Historical Demography

Firstly, we must note that there are no extensive historiographical reflections
on the past and present of historical demography in Ukraine. The Ukrainian-lan-
guage reader is able to find brief single texts with short historical excursions, but
all of them, using the term “historical demography,” mostly provide statistics,
or attempts to establish the ethnic composition of the population of a particular
region that are not based on demographic methods. For example, the relevant
entry in the academic publication Encyclopedia of Ukrainian History, states the
following about Ukrainian historical demography:

The vast majority of research on historical demography issues in Ukraine have been
carried out within the disciplinary boundaries of history (O. Kyslyi, S. Kopchak,
V. Kubiiovych, S. Kulchytskyi, V. Naulko, V. Ohonovskyi, A. Perkovskyi, Yu. Ry-
marenko, V. Romantsov, O. Rudnytskyi, P. Tolochko). The principal feature of these
works is that their authors are not limited to searching for and analyzing one or the
other types of demographic information, and use the results obtained in the relevant
research to meet the needs of historical knowledge, to characterize the population
as “matter,” the movement of which is a non-essential substance of history.?

In addition to the Soviet-sounding last sentence, our attention in this quote
is drawn to the list of academics. Except for Arnold Perkovskyi (more of him
later), none were actually involved with historical demography. Among them
are specialists in archeology, ethnography, the history of economics and geog-
raphy, and historians of totalitarianism. Obviously, at the time the encyclopedia
entry was written (2004), its author, without historian-demographers in mind,

2 Tim Riswick, Antoinette Fauve-Chamoux, Ioan Bolovan, and Selvi Sogner, eds., “A Global
History of Historical Demography. Half a Century of Interdisciplinarity,” Tijdschrift voor Sociale
en Economische Geschiedenis 14 (2017): 112—114.

3 Valentyna Steshenko, “Demohrafiia istorychna,” in Entsyklopediia istorii Ukrainy: Vol. 2:
H-D (Kyiv: Vydavnytstvo “Naukova Dumka,” 2004).
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artificially included several of his well-known colleagues who were studying
completely different problems and chronological periods, but who had popular
appeal. This can be confirmed by the fact that the none of the researchers apart
from Arnold Perkovskyi appears in the historiographic article The Historical
Demography of Ukraine of the 16th—17th Century: the State and Problems, by
Irina Voronchuk. In her essay, Voronchuk refers to the “demography of pre-sta-
tistic time.” Significantly, at the beginning of the article, she points out the wide
range of issues that historical demography studies: the nature of the family, its
type and structure, mass demographic behavior, birth and death, the relationship
of brothers and sisters, parents and children, the concept of the family, marriage
etc. But the historiographical essay itself is limited to the description of works
where the issue primarily concerned the population in a given region of mod-
ern Ukraine. According to this approach, Aleksander Walerian Jabtonowski and
Mikhail Vladimirsky-Budanov, researchers from the late nineteenth century who
tried to establish the population of Bratslav Regiment, Kyiv region and Podil-
lia, the Ukrainian regions of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, were named
among the first historian-demographers of Ukraine.* However, in our opinion, in
their works, and in the work of their successors, only the object of research was
“demographic,” while the methods for working with the source had nothing to do
with classical historical demographics. These researchers used fiscal documen-
tation, which accounted for the tax unit — the household, or house. The number
of dwellers in such a household was established hypothetically or based on local
data. At the same time, these “imaginary coefficients” were further extended to
large regions and numerous communities.

In Ukrainian historiography, there were several attempts at the “historical
and demographic” analysis of old chronicles and the like. However, this was the
wrong track. In the Ukrainian version, these narrative sources were partly liter-
ary. They mainly reflected their authors’ views on some kind of “reality,” rather
than representing it. In the absence of other sources, Ukrainian historians, on the
basis of these texts, tried to establish the loss of Ukraine’s population from the
Tatar incursions in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, despite not knowing
not only the size of the yesir® for sure, but also the number of the population
as a whole. Again, in such studies on demography there is only a population in

4 Iryna Voronchuk, “Istorychna demohrafiia Ukrainy XVI-XVII st.: stan, problemy, meto-
dy,” Pivdennyi Arkhiv: Zbirnyk naukovykh prats 2 (1999): 125-135.

5 “Yesir” is a term used in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and the Tsardom of Russia
to designate the captives taken by the Tatars and the Turks during raids for the purpose of selling
into slavery.
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research optics, but Ukrainian historiography stubbornly calls them “histori-
cal-demographic.”

The same tendency is observed in modern research and educational practices,
in particular, in the programs of educational disciplines and the only present-day
basic manual for students of higher educational institutions, Historical Demogra-
phy of Ukraine from the 18th to the Beginning of the 21st Century (2010). In the
manual, written by Volodymyr Romantsov, methods of historical and demo-
graphic studies, peculiarities of sources, and basic demographic indicators are not
mentioned at all. As is stated in the introduction, this course serves to answer the
question: “Why do we want an independent Ukraine?””” Accordingly, the chapters
themselves (lectures) have rather pronounced titles: “Ukrainians on the World
Map,” “Ukrainians under the Authority of the Russian and Austro-Hungarian
Empires,” “Ukrainian Ethnicity in the Lands of the Former USSR,” “Women in
the Population,” “The Population of Ukraine and its Mother Tongue in the Days
of Soviet Power and Independence.” That is, statistics are provided, mainly on
the resettlement of Ukrainians and the ethnic and linguistic composition of the
population of Ukraine, under the cover of historical demography. Moreover, this
statistic is treated romantically and ethnocentrically, with generalized inferenc-
es bearing no relation to historical demography (especially with reference to the
eighteenth and early twenty-first centuries):

Scientists have not agreed on where and when the monkey turned into a human
being, that is, became homo sapiens, or if it happened at all. It is believed that it
happened about 50,000 years ago, and by 35,000 years ago people were already
inhabiting almost all the globe. Other views are shared by the representatives of the
major religions: Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, etc.®

From these examples, we would like to say that Ukrainian historiography has
a body of historical texts which are somehow related to the population and are
characterized as historical demographic, but they are not. At one time, Cezary
Kuklo called such studies “precursors” to historical demographic studies and de-
scribed them as “political arithmetic.”” In our opinion, this characteristic also cor-
responds to Ukrainian realities with the fact that they appear to this day, function-
ing in parallel with historical demography. Their authors considered and consider
the population mainly tangent to political or economic history using a simplistic

¢ Voronchuk, “Istorychna”.

" Volodymyr Romantsov, Istorychna demohrafiia Ukrainy KhVIII — pochatky KhKhI st.:
spetskurs dlia stud. vyshch. navch. zakl. (Kyiv: Vydavnytstvo imeni Oleny Telihy, 2010).

8 Romantsov, Istorychna, 20.

9 Cezary Kuklo, Demografia Rzeczypospolitej przedrozbiorowej (Warszawa: DiG, 2009), 17.
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logic: if the economy is growing, the population increases, and hence the “cor-
rect” state policy is implemented (and vice versa), whereas if military conflicts
are taking place, the population decreases. The interpretation of such texts as his-
torical demographic generates an interesting phenomenon: Ukrainian academic
historiography speaks of a long history of historical demography in Ukraine, its
continuity, diversity, interdisciplinarity and high achievements, and yet there are
no words about its marginalization. It speaks of a certain self-deception, non-re-
flexivity, which is particularly felt against a background of self-reflection in the
modern world of historical demography. Its brighter representatives discuss their
impressions of the marginalization of the discipline, which, however, stem from
maturity, and are a sign of such maturation.'

Schrodinger’s Cat: Ukrainian Historical Demography in the Soviet Era

For some time, Ukraine had encouraging preconditions for the development
of historical demography, which could well have evolved from existing studies
of population history and historical statistics. It is significant that the most suc-
cessful authors of such “historic and statistical” research were not historians, but
statisticians and demographers. Hence, the most famous book of this genre, writ-
ten in the 1940s (before Henri and Laslett), was Essays on the History of Statis-
tics of the 16th—18th Centuries (1945), a compendium of research by Mykhailo
Ptukha."

The author of the book was Director at the Kyiv branch of Soviet demograph-
ics in the 1920s and 1930s, the Demographic Institute of the Ukrainian Acade-
my of Sciences (from 1934, the Institute of Demography and Sanitary Statistics).
This academic institution was founded in 1919 and had every chance to become
a powerful center for demographic research due to its composition and research
nature, including a historical focus. However, from the 1930s, demographers be-
came the subject of repression and total ideological control. Officials demand-
ed they supply “correct” data and conclusions, including targeted falsifications
confirming the effectiveness of the Soviet plan. The year 1937 was a terrible one
for scientists: a population census was conducted, the results of which were ac-
knowledged as “malicious,” and an attempt to defame Soviet reality. After that,
some scientists from the Kyiv Institute were shot, and others were sentenced to
prison and labor camps. The Institute of Demography itself was founded in 1938.
Thus, even those who were able to survive repression and leave the Gulag alive

10 Matthijs Koen, Saskia Hin, Jan Kok, and Hideko Matsuo, “Introduction,” in The Future
of Historical Demography. Upside Down and Inside Out (Leuven, Acco, 2016).
1 Mikhail Ptukha, Ocherki po istorii statistiki XVI-XVIII vekov (Moscow: OGIZ, 1945).
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(as did Mykhailo Ptukha), were forced to serve the regime and supply “convenient
data.” Their works were the result of rigorous censorship and self-censorship; the
works were minimally based on foreign methodological models, otherwise their
authors again would have been accused of having bourgeois sympathies, working
on foreign intelligence, or doing ideological harm."” Unlike their Polish coun-
terparts, Ukrainian researchers back then could not join the founding and work
of specialized international institutions such as the International Commission for
Historical Demography.”® This aspect is very important in understanding why
the ideas of Henri, Laslett and other “Western” researchers were not in demand
in the USSR (and, in particular, the Ukrainian SSR). Even if one of the Soviet
academics had managed to overcome the language and ideological frontiers, and
become acquainted with the work of the European demographic historians of the
1950s and 1960s, it would have been highly problematic to use this work in their
own materials.

However, there were precedents. Significantly, they took place on the “out-
skirts” of the USSR, obviously, where there was at least some indirect contact
with historians behind the “Iron Curtain.” An example in this context is the “Bal-
tic” center of historical demography, a prominent representative of which was the
Estonian researcher Heldur Palli. During the 1950s and 1980s, it was the most
powerful Soviet center for historical demography. Obviously, there was a major
regional factor — before the Second World War, Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia
were not part of the USSR, and therefore the Great Terror passed them by; the
researchers were not yet intimidated, were familiar with the work of their col-
leagues, and they spoke European languages.

As for Soviet Ukraine, there was no such environment. It is possible to men-
tion only individual figures. It is significant that the first researcher to include
historical demographic methods for the analysis of Ukrainian material, Mykola
Krykun, was a representative of the Ukrainian region that was part of the 2nd
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in the 1920s and 1930s. In the 1950s and 60s
he studied for a doctorate at Lviv University and trained in Poland. In 1965,
Mykola Krykun wrote his Ph.D. thesis, Population of the Palatinate of Podolia
in the 17th—18th Centuries. There, he stated the urgent need for historical demo-
graphic research, and the fact that his Polish colleagues had “somewhat” greater
achievements in this field. His main focus was the analysis of sources for the
fiscal accounting of the population which were necessary for studying the density

12 For more details, see Anatolii Vishnevskii, “Trudnoe Vozrozhdenie Demografii,” Sotsio-
logicheskii zhurnal 1-2 (1996): 93—-116.

13 Cezary Kuklo, “Problematyka badawcza i §rodowiska naukowe demografii historycznej
na famach Przeszlo$ci Demograficznej Polski 1967-2016,” Przesztos¢ Demograficzna Polski (he-
reafter: PDP) 39 (2017): 13.
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of residents in separate regions of Podillia, and for migration processes, etc. Here,
Mykola Krykun was a pioneer not only in calculations, but also in establishing the
population density of households (yards). Its significance, at a level of 6 people
for the 17th century, is used by the Ukrainian historians of Podillia to this day."
At the same time, Mykola Krykun decided not to touch on certain aspects in his
thesis, including fertility, mortality or natural increase, since he did not have the
necessary data at that time. He did not research these issues in the future either,
moving away from historical demographic studies into other fields. And only at
the beginning of the 21* century was his article on households in the Zhytomyr
district of the Kyiv voivodship (which discussed structure, population ratios, etc.,)
published."

More consistent in his historical demographic studies was another Ukrainian
academic of the Soviet era, Arnold Perkovskyi. In the 1960s he did postgraduate
research in the Institute of History at the Academy of Sciences of the Ukrain-
ian SSR, and in 1968 he wrote his Ph.D. thesis, The Population of 18th-centu-
ry Ukraine. In this work, he comprehensively studied the demographic history
of Ukraine, the population dynamics, the evolution of demographic processes and
the structure of the population.'® Characteristically, Perkovskyi’s academic super-
visor was Fedir Shevchenko, a well-known historian of Early Modernism, who at
that time was deputy director of the institute. Obviously, Shevchenko’s academic
reputation and administrative influence made possible both the choice of topic
and the earning of a doctorate at the capital city’s academic institute. However, in
1972, a “massacre” of the Ukrainian intelligentsia took place in Ukraine, in the
context of which historians were also persecuted. Thus, a number of well-known
scientists (Fedir Shevchenko, Olena Apanovych, Olena Kompan, Yaroslav Dzyra
and others) were dismissed."”

This is one of the reasons why historical demographic research did not de-
velop further. It was associated with a politically unreliable historical period and
researchers were prevented from having an academic career, so such departments
were isolated. Arnold Perkovskyi, a research fellow at the Institute of Economics

4 Nikolai Krikun, Narodonaselenie Podol ’skogo voevodstva v XVII-XVIII vv. (Lviv, 1965);
Oleksiy Vinnichenko, “Istorychni studii Mykoly Krykuna,” in Kriz stolittia: Studii na poshanu
Mykoly Krykuna z nahody 80-richcha (Lviv: NTSh, 2012), 10.

5 Mykola Krykun, “Naselennia domohospodarstv u Zhytomyrskomu poviti Kyivskoho
voievodstva 1791 roku,” in Voievodstva Pravoberezhnoi Ukrainy u XVI-XVIII stolittiakh: statti
i materialy (Lviv: Polihrafichnyi tsentr Vydavnytstva Lvivskoi Politekhniky, 2012), 553-579.

1® Sergei Pirozhkov and Emel’yan Rydnitskii, “Pamyati Arnolda Perkovskogo,” Demoskop,
(2005): 225-226.

17 For more details, see Heorhii Kasianov, Hezghodni: ukrainska intelihentsiia v rusi opory
1960-80-kx rokiv (Kyiv, 1995), 121-129; Vitalii Yaremchuk, Mynule Ukrainy v istorychnii nautsi
URSR pislia stalinskoi doby (Ostroh, 2009), 387-409.
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of the National Academy of Sciences of the UkrSSR in the 1970s and 1980s,
published a number of small articles on the elderly,'® the size and structure of the
family,"” the evolution of households,* and the reproduction of the population in
Ukraine in the eighteenth century.?’ These studies were pioneering for Ukrain-
ian historical science with their research questions and the involvement of new
sources: church registers and data from the General Description of the Left Bank
of Ukraine in 1765-1769. It is noteworthy that most of them were published in
digests published in Moscow or Tallinn or in Ukrainian editions, but were not
of a historical, demographic or economic nature. For contemporary Ukrainian
history, Perkovskyi, with his historical demography, was marginalized and the
exception.

The Rise of Ukrainian Historical Demographics

In general, the normal development of historical demography in the 1970s
and 1980s was impossible. The documentation suitable for historical and demo-
graphic research does not go further back than the second half of the seventeenth
century and but began to be (more or less) systematically introduced in the eight-
eenth century. Thus, researchers of earlier periods simply did not have sources.
Most professional historians who studied the 17* and 18" centuries were purged,
and those who remained avoided new methods and problematic issues that could
be interpreted as going beyond official Soviet ideology. Similarly, they could not
apply the historical and demographic approach to materials from the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries, as the data would contradict official Soviet myths on the
family, birth rate, mortality, and reproduction of the population in the “pre-So-
viet” and “Soviet” times. In addition, there was a danger that historians would
thus be able to question Ukrainian population losses as a result of the famine
and repression that were provoked by the Soviet authorities. “The 1972 pogrom”
extended the stagnation of Ukrainian historiography until the end of the 1980s.
In the 1990s, after Ukraine became independent, the situation seemed to change.

18 Arnold Perkovskyi, “Dovholitni liudy na Pravoberezhnii Ukraini v XVII st.,” Ukrainskyi
istorychnyi zhurnal (hereafter — UIZh) 2 (1966): 106—109.

1 Arnold Perkovskiy, “O lyudnosti ukrainskogo dvora i velichine semi vo vtoroy polovine
XVIII veka (po materialam Rumyantsevskoy opisi i tserkovnoy statistiki),” Problemy istorich-
eskoy demografii SSSR (1977): 104—111.

20 Arnold Perkovskyi, “Evoliutsiia sim’i i domohospodarstva na Ukraini v XVII — pershii
pol. XIX st.,” Demohrafichni doslidzhennia: Resp. mizhvidomch. zb. 4 (1979): 37-46.

2l Arnold Perkovskyi, “Vosproizvodstvo krepostnogo naseleniya Kievskoi gubernii v 1834—
1850 gg.,” Sotsial 'no-demograficheskie protsessy v Rossiiskoi derevne: XVI-nach. XX vv.: Mater.
XX sessii vsesoyuzn. simpoziuma po izychenii problem agrarn. istorii 1 (1986): 183-192.
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However, Ukrainian historical science at the time was more concerned with re-
thinking Soviet concepts than developing new research areas. The opportunity to
study previously forbidden topics initially prompted the study of the most painful,
socially significant problems. Immediately after the fall of the UkrSSR in 1990,
Arnold Perkovskyi wrote a number of articles on Ukraine’s population loss in the
1930s and 1940s.”2

The development of historical demographics in Ukraine in the 1990s was
hampered by another component of the Soviet legacy — despite setting a course
“away from Russia,” Ukrainian historians at that time learned about the achieve-
ments of world historiography through Russian mediation. Ukrainian historians in
general had a poor knowledge of European languages and in the absence of trans-
lations of methodological works, the idea of historical demography remained at
early — twentieth-century levels. This is clearly seen in the understanding of what
modern historical demography was back in those days. Ukrainian historians, as
well as those in Russia, attributed to it all attempts to determine the population in
the past. This is clearly visible in Perkovskyi’s texts as well as in the article of the
Russian demographer Anatoliy Vishnevskiy, The Difficult Revival of Demogra-
phy.? Instead, only a year later, in a preface to the Russian translation of the book
by Louis Henry and Alain Blum Techniques d’analyse en démographie histori-
que, the editor of the publication Steven Hoch said:

Except for the Baltic region, where serious research was carried out in the field
of historical demography, a number of historians of the Soviet period were engaged
in “political arithmetic,” trying to distinguish different categories of the popula-
tion for their belonging to the geographical region, skills and production activities,
official and ethnic status. Often, these studies did not go beyond the reprinting
of official data of the population statistics of the tsarist time (with minor edits) and
discussion of the dynamics of change. In other words, Soviet-era researchers used
the analytical-discriminatory method of analysis [...]. They did not apply mathemat-
ical methods and demographic theory.?*

22 Arnold Perkovskyi and Serhii Pyrozhkov, “Demohrafichni vtraty Ukrainskoi RSR v 30-ti
roky,” UIZh 8 (1989): 24-36; Arnold Perkovskyi and Serhii Pyrozhkov, “Demohrafichni vtraty
Ukrainskoi RSR v 40-h rokah,” UIZh 2 (1990): 15-25; Arnold Perkovskyi, Serhii Pyrozhkov,
“Ekstremalni sytuatsii i demohrafichni katastrofy v Ukraini (1920-1930)”, Pamiat stolit 5 (1997):
103-114.

23 Vishnevskii, “Trudnoe.”

2* Leon Anri, Alan Blyum, Metodika analiza v istoricheskoi demografii, Metodika analiza
v istoricheskoy demografii (Moscow: RGGY, 1997), 8.
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Historical Demographic Studies of the Hetmanate

The Russian translation of Henry and Blum’s book had a decisive influence on
the further development of Ukrainian historical demography. Their work became
a methodical guide, defining the question, the selection of sources and the nature
of research on Ukrainian material in the 2000s. The pioneer in this area was Yu-
riy Voloshyn, who examined the historical demographic characteristics of the Old
Believers community in the Hetmanate of the eighteenth century. Following Hen-
ry and Blum’s book, Voloshyn applied the “one census schedule” method to ana-
lyze the data of the General Description of 17651769, the most complete source
for the fiscal numeration of the population of 18" century Left Bank Ukraine.
This was the first comprehensive Ukrainian historical-demographic survey of the
local community to consider such aspects as the gender and age structure of the
population, family structure and households, fertility, mortality, marriage, and
a number of other demographic parameters.?

This work was a precedent, and yet also a doctoral dissertation. As of 1990—
2000, Ukrainian historical science had inherited the notion of “appropriate and
inappropriate subjects for doctoral theses” from the Soviet period. It was believed
that the historian of early modern times should explore first the struggle for na-
tional liberation, the army, the economy and the elite. Instead, the history of the
family, everyday life, and historical demography itself, were seen as something
extravagant and non-academic, outside the officially-established thematic frame-
work. Later, the situation changed, which was a consequence of the activities
of the Poltava center for historical demographic studies.?

During 2010-2014, graduate students of Yuriy Voloshyn defended a number
of theses based on historical demographic methods. These works were linked by
a common methodological approach, and the chronological and territorial bound-
aries — in the 18th century, the Hetmanate was a self-governing, compact region
within the Russian Empire, which had legal autonomy, and an ethnically and
denominationally homogeneous population. This region is an essential compo-
nent of the Ukrainian national historical myth. Therefore, its history was studied
mainly in the context of the political history of the Cossacks, the incorporation
into the Russian Empire, the Cossack elders, and the redistribution of land own-
ership. Instead, the historical demographic approach has allowed academics to
pose new research questions, and to gain answers that have formed the basis for
understanding the Hetmanate as a phenomenon.

2 Yuriy Voloshyn, Rozkolnytski slobody na terytorii Pivnichnoi Hetmanshchyny u KhVIII st.
(istoryko-demohrafichnyi aspekt) (Poltava: ASMI, 2005).

2 Yuriy Voloshyn, “Suchasni istoryko-demohrafichni doslidzhennia rannomodernoho
ukrainskoho syspilstva: metodolohichnyi dyskurs,” Istorychna pamiat 1 (2007): 5-24.
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Thus, based on the General Description, Igor Serdiuk researched the main
demographic characteristics of the Hetmanate cities: gender and age structure,
fertility, and marriage. The research was defended in 2010 and published as
a separate book in 2011. His conclusions became important for discussions on
the nature of the city within the region. Economic historians had argued that
these settlements, because of their agrarian nature, were cities in name only, but
in reality were large villages. Instead, it turned out that the urban population was
significantly different than that of rural areas by gender and marital age. This
meant the presence of a specific urban lifestyle.” Later, Yuriy Voloshyn came
to similar conclusions by way of a detailed study on the demographic character-
istics of the population of one of the Hetmanate’s largest cities, Poltava. In his
book Poltava Community of the Second Half of the Eighteenth Century, he also
discovered that in this large regimental city, nuclear families were most common.
He also highlighted other important features of the typology of urban families
and households.?®

This last aspect has been studied most productively by the example of the Het-
manate population. Thus, in 2011, Olexander Sakalo defended his thesis on rural
Hetmanate families. He applied Peter Laslett’s classification to church records
of the population. His calculations made it possible to ascertain the dominance
of complex families (complex and multifocal) in the rural population of the re-
gion, which accounted for 72.6% of all families, while nuclear families accounted
for 27.3%. Olexander Sakalo also calculated the rural household occupancy rate
at 10.4.%° The structure and typology of the families of the North Hetmanate were
studied by Olexander Yakymenko?" Svitlana Dudka researches the population
of households and families, the generational composition and structure of fami-
ly formations within various groups of rural communities in the parishes of the

2 Igor Serdiuk, Polkovykh horodov obyvateli: istoryko-demohrafichna kharakterystyka
miskoho naselennia Hetmanshchyny druhoi polovyny XVIII st. (Poltava: ASMI, 2011).

2 Yuriy Voloshyn, Kozaky i pospolyti. Miska spilnota Poltavy druhoi polovyny XVIII st.
(Kyiv: K.I.S., 2016).

2 Oleksandr Sakalo, Typolohiia i struktura domohospodarstv silskoho naselennia Hetmansh-
chyny dryhoi polovyny XVIII st.: na prykladi Lubenskoho polku (Kyiv, 2011).

30 Oleksandr Yakymenko, “Istoryko-demohrafichni aspekty domohospodarstv Pivnichnoi
Hetmanshchyny u dryhii polovyni XVIII st.,” Naykovi pratsi istorychnoho fakultetu Zaporizko-
ho natsionalnoho universytetu 43 (2015): 57-63; Oleksandr Yakymenko, “Typolohiia i struktu-
ra selianskoi rodyny Starodubskoho polku u dryhii polovyni XVIII st. (na prykladi sil Koman
ta Kudlaivka Novhorodskoi sotni),” Naykovi zapyski Natsionalnoho Universytety «Ostrozka
Akademiia» 24 (2015): 27-35.



Historical Demography in Ukraine: From “Political Arithmetic”... 21

Pyriatyn Protopresbyterate.’ The typology and structure of the Cossack families
in Poltava have been researched by Yuriy Voloshyn.*

Another area of research for the Poltava School of History and Demography is
the study of the features of individual communities distinguished by profession-
al, family and age characteristics. Thus, in 2011, Vitaliy Dmytrenko, a graduate
student of Yuriy Voloshyn, defended his dissertation on the subject Materials
of Church Records of the Population of the Kyiv and Pereiaslav-Boryspil Diocese
as a Source of Social History in the 18th-Century Hetmanate. It was later pub-
lished as a separate book. One of the chapters examines the main demographic
characteristics of the families of rural clergy: fertility, mortality, marriage and
family typology.®

The demographic characteristics of the professional community of artisans
are explored by Oksana Kovalenko.* In 2014, Olena Borodenko defended her the-
sis on the microgroup of widows and other single women in the Hetmanate. Her
research is primarily dedicated to the sex and age ratios of widows and widowers,
marriage practices, the structure and typology of households headed by widows.*
The demographic characteristics of the microgroups of Poltava widows and wid-
owers in the 18th centuries and the community of hired laborers have been re-
searched by Yuriy Voloshyn.*® The historical demographic approach has become
an important component of Igor Serdiuk’s study of childhood in the Hetmanate in
the context of fertility, fertility, infant mortality, the determination of child indi-
ces, and the gender and age structure of the child cohort.?” In the broader context,

31 Svitlana Dudka, “Rodyny meshkantsiv sela Kharkivtsi u dryhii polovyni XVIII st. (za dan-
ymy spovidnykh rozpysiv),” EMINAK 24 (2018), 1: 15-20; Svitlana Dudka, “Rodyny meshkantsiv
sela Davydivka Pyriatynskoi protopopii (za danymy spovidnoho rozpysu 1765 r.),” Naukovi Zapy-
sky NaUKMA. Istorychni nauky 1 (2018): 26-30.

32 Yuriy Voloshyn, “Household composition and family structures of Ukrainian Cossacks in
the second half of the eighteenth century,” History of the Family 20 (2015), 1: 141-157.

33 Vitalii Dmytrenko, Materialy tserkovnoho obliku naselennia Kyivskoi ta Pereiaslavsko-Bo-
ryspilskoi yeparkhii yak dzherelo z vyvchennia sotsiumu Hetmanshchyny XVIII stolittia (Poltava:
Simon, 2016).

3% Oksana Kovalenko, “Goncharski rodyny Poltavy XVIII st.,” Kraieznavstvo 3 (2010): 109—
115; Oksana Kovalenko, “Family Structures and Population of the Craftsmen Households in Cos-
sack Ukraine in the Second Half of the 18th Century,” PDP 40 (2018): 63—82; Oksana Kovalenko,
“Simia ta domohospodarstva honchariv Poltavy XVIII st. (za materialamy Heneralnoho opysu
17651766 rokiv),” Materialy do ukrainskoi etnolohii: Zbirnyk naykovykh prats 8 (2009): 132—-135.

35 Olena Borodenko, Samotnia zhinka v silskomu sotsiumi Hetmanshchyny dryhoi polovyny
XVIII st.: istoryko-demohrafichnyi analiz (na prykladi Poltavskoho polky) (Zaporizhzhia, 2014).

36 Yuriy Voloshyn, “Widows and widowers of Poltava in the second half of the 18th century,”
PDP 37 (2015), 4: 39-60; Yuriy Voloshyn, “Servants in the Hetmanate cities: the case of Poltava
city during the 1760-1770s,” Journal of Family History 42 (2017), 4: 351-368.

37 Tgor Serdiuk, “Childhood and its age limits in 18th-Century Hetmanate society,” Bylye
Gody 37 (2015), 3: 499-507; Igor Serdiuk, Malenkyi doroslyi: dytyna y dytynstvo v Hetmanshchyni
XVIII st. (Kyiv: K.I.S., 2018).
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Anastasia Momot studies the gender and age structure of the rural population
of Cossack Ukraine.*

The thesis by Olena Zamura dedicated to the study of mortality in the Het-
manate, which was also published as a separate book, became an important ac-
ademic precedent. She determined a number of mortality rates, considered their
seasonality and annual fluctuations, and established the average lifespan and life
expectancy of the Hetmanate. Her work also describes the features of population
reproduction, the impact of natural conditions on demographic crises, among oth-
er issues. Demographic calculations have become the basis for conclusions on the
attitude of society to the deaths of people in different age groups. These are com-
bined with anthropological studies of ideas on the vision of the nature of death
and the posthumous fate of the human soul.*

Outside the Poltava center, the historical demography of the Hetmanate was
studied by Chernihiv researcher Dmytro Kazimirov. He wrote a thesis with one
chapter entirely dedicated to the study of the demographic characteristics of the
Menska Sotnya of the Chernihiv Regiment.* Similarly, in Chernihiv, an employ-
ee at the local folklore museum, Thor Sytyi, wrote a study on the metric book
of the village Redkyvka of the same Chernihiv regiment as a source for the his-
tory of the population of the Hetmanate.*' Natalia Sayenko* and Kateryna Sol-
datova® study the historical demographic characteristics of the Nizhyn regiment.

Historical Demography of Other Territories and Periods

For other periods, the first research that should be noted is the book of the Kyiv
researcher Iryna Voronchuk, Population of Volhynia in the 16th and First Half
of the 17th Centuries: Family, Household, and Demographic Factors. The weak
development of demographic issues during this period should, obviously, be

3% Anastasiia Momot, “Demohrafichna kharakterystyka naselennia sela Pohreby za danymy
Heneralnoho opysy 1765-1769 rt.,” Krayeznavstvo 3—4 (2016): 77-86.

% Olena Zamura, Velykyi Shalenets: smert i smertnist v Hetmanshchyni XVIII st. (Kyiv:
K.I.S., 2014).

40 Dmytro Kazimirov, Osoblyvosti formuvannia ta rozvytku sotennykh struktur Hetmansh-
chyny druhoi polovyny XVII-XVIII st. (za materialamy Menskoji sotni Chernihivskoho polku)
(Kyiv, 2012).

4 Thor Sytyi, Metrychna knyha s. Redkivka yak dzherelo z istorii liudnosti Chernihivskoho
Podniprovia XVIII st. (Chernihiv, 2004).

42 Nataliia Saienko, “Kozatski rodyny Baturyna druhoi polovyny KhVIII st. Za danymy He-
neralnoho Opysu Livoberezhnoi Ukrainy,” Krayeznavstvo 1-2 (2016): 115-122.

4 Kateryna Soldatova, “Struktura naselennia s. Trostianka Baturynskoi sotni Nizhynskoho
polky v druhii polovyni XVIII st. (za materialamy spovidnykh knyh 1763 roku),” Sivershchyna
v istorii Ukrainy 10 (2017): 200-204.
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related to the poor availability of source material. There were no regular censuses,
as there were in the second half of the 18th century, and those that were carried
out had their own specifics, which currently do not permit the full use of demo-
graphic methods. Despite this, Iryna Voronchuk was able to find sources to study
the demographic behavior of the Volhynia gentry by studying mortality rates,
birth rates and the functioning of the institution of marriage. She was also able to
determine the population of households, as well as analyzing the structure and ty-
pology of gentry and bourgeois households. She investigated the impact of natu-
ral, military and political cataclysms on the structure of the Ukrainian family and
population numbers of the region. She found that during the 1569—1648, Volhynia
documented 28 years with difficult weather conditions and 18 years of hunger,
and also discovered 12 major epidemics that took place in Volhynia during this
period. Another factor was the constant Tatar attacks, which resulted in a popula-
tion outflow, and had a negative impact on the demographic situation.

Scientists use historical demographic methods mainly for the study of South-
ern Ukraine through nineteenth-century sources. Here, the researchers are mainly
focused on the study of religious and ethnic minorities that appeared in the region
as a result of its colonization. These were compact, homogeneous communities,
well documented, and the best suited for such research. Thus, Professor of Odessa
University, Olexander Prigarin, called one of the sections of his monograph on
Russian Old Believers in the Danube, The Number and Demographic Character-
istics of the Old Believers of Budjak. He investigated their size, gender and age
structure, natural population movement and migration processes.* His graduate
student Marina Filippova wrote a thesis, The Bulgarian Population of Southern
Bessarabia in the First Half of the Nineteenth Century: the Historical and Demo-
graphic Aspect, in which she examined the sex and age structure of the popula-
tion of the Bulgarian colonies, their natural and mechanical movement, the family
status of the colonists, the typology and structure of households.®

A similar thesis appeared outside Ukraine, dedicated exclusively to the Lu-
theran colonies of Southern Ukraine, and was defended at the Dnipropetrovsk
National University (2017)*. Its author, Svyatoslav Chyruk, investigated the gen-
der and age structure and marital behavior of the Lutheran colonists. He paid con-
siderable attention to the hypothesis of the spread of Eastern European marriage

* Aleksandr Prigarin, Russkie staroobryadtsi na Dynae: formirovanie etnokonfessional noi
obshchnosti v kontse XVIII — pervoi polovine XIX vv. (Odessa—Izmail-Moscow, 2010).

4 Marina Filippova, Bolgarske naselennia Pivdennoi Bessarabii u pershiy polovyni XIX sto-
littia: istoryko-demografichniy aspect (Kyiv, 2012).

 Sviatoslav Chyruk, Liuteranski kolonii Pivdennoi Ukrainy kintsia XVIII — pochatky XIX st.:
istoryko-demohrafichnii aspekt (Dnipropetrovsk, 2016).
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type among colonists. In addition, he researched the natural movement of the
population in this community.

Another similar study originated outside Ukraine, but it researched the com-
munities of Southern Ukraine and was authored by the Ukrainian-born research-
er, Dmytro Meshkov, a research fellow at the Institute for German History and
Culture in North-Eastern Europe at the Hamburg University in Liineburg (Nor-
dost-Institut). In 2005, he defended his doctoral thesis The Black Sea Germans
and Their Lives, 1781-1871. In 2017, this was published as a separate book in
Ukraine. Its second chapter is entitled “Aspects of Demographic Development
and Family History.” It examines the demographic characteristics and behavior
of the population of two colonies — the Catholic Kleinliebental and the Lutheran
Aleksandergilf. Meshkov determined the number of the first settlers, examined
their gender and age structure, the process of reproduction of the population, iden-
tified the causes of mortality and the types of diseases, while separately investi-
gating infant mortality. The author analyzed marriage practices, and in particular
determined the age difference between partners, the average age of marriage and
the seasonality of marriages. The book also considers the typology of the colonist
family.¥’

In general, except for the Hetmanate, historical and demographic studies in
Ukraine mainly focus on southern regions and are based on 19th-century mate-
rials. Their authors do not belong to any single unit or academic institution and
use historical demography as one of the tools to better understand the history
of ethnic and religious minorities in southern Ukraine. In these studies, demo-
graphic characteristics and demographic behavior serve as markers for wider gen-
eralizations on the various features of community functioning: inclusion in the
local community, the impact of the living environment, the success of regulatory
imperial policies, and more.

Conclusions. Problems and Prospects for Historical Demography
in Ukraine

The development of historical demography in Ukraine has not previously been
the subject of historiographical research. In existing single reflections there is
a tendency to include the genres of “political arithmetic,” the history of statistics,
and economics in historical demographic studies. However, such works predom-
inantly operate on the data from statistical or narrative sources, without the use
of appropriate techniques. They mainly concentrate on counting the population

4 Dmytro Meshkov, Zhyttievyi svit Prychornomorskykh nimtsiv (1781-1871) (Kyiv: Klio,
2017).
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of some Ukrainian regions in the past, or the number of individual ethnic, reli-
gious, or social groups. Similar studies, even those carried out at the turn of the
twenty-first century, are no different from those carried out in the early twentieth
century. The defeat of Kyiv’s demographic unit, numerous members of which
were repressed by the Soviet authorities after 1937, prevented the normal evo-
lution of historical demography. In the USSR, demographic knowledge quickly
began to serve the ideology of the totalitarian regime, which separated it from the
world context and closed it to other ideologies. Works by “Western” colleagues
were used mainly for the critique of “Malthusianism” and other non-Soviet theo-
ries of population functioning.

Later, even during the years of post-Stalinist liberalization, the development
of historical demography in Ukraine did not take place. The repressions flushed
out the best-trained academics, and those who remained preferred to serve the
authorities and their ideology. They often had a poor knowledge of European lan-
guages, were marginalized and most often ignored Western achievements. At that
time, historical demography in the Soviet Union could function normally only
where there had been no repression in the 1930s and relative freedom prevailed,
as in the Baltic republics. Unfortunately the Ukrainian SSR was not so lucky in
this regard. Thus, in the 1950s and 1980s, only two academics were engaged in
historical demography, but only occasionally, on the margins of official historical
research. In addition to the restrictions on the borrowing of “Western” method-
ologies, historical demographic studies were hampered by a specific situation
with sources. In the first half of the twentieth century, during the numerous an-
ti-religious campaigns, vast numbers of sources of church origin, including those
that counted believers (Status Animarum), were destroyed. Those that survived
were stored in different archives without proper systematization and cataloging.
It is clear that historians in the Soviet era avoided working with these documents,
otherwise they would have been in the uncomfortable position of having to ex-
plain why the state of the source base was so terrible. Then, working with church
records would conflict with the general attitude of distrust towards religious insti-
tutions. From the 1970s, the situation was exacerbated by the defeat of Ukrainian
historians of the early modern period. Researchers of the seventeenth to eighteenth
centuries were accused of “bourgeois nationalism,” because they were studying
the time when the Cossack state functioned in the territory of Ukraine. Thus the
17th and 18th centuries, a very productive period for European historical demog-
raphy, was marginalized in the Ukrainian historiography of the 1970s and 1980s.

Since the 1990s official ideological restrictions have been lifted, but post-So-
viet inertia, in particular the tradition of adopting new methodologies through
the mediation of Russian colleagues, has characterized the Ukrainian humani-
ties. In this sense, the historic translation of Louis Henry and Alan Blum’s book,
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Techniques d’analyse en démographie historique, made a decisive contribution
to historical demography in Ukraine. The methodological monopoly of this book
determined the specifics of the choice of sources and approaches to their analysis
(most importantly, the “one census schedule” method) by Ukrainian historians
of the early 2000s. Territorially and chronologically, these studies were concen-
trated primarily on the study of Hetmanate society in the eighteenth century by
representatives of the Poltava historical demographic center. The study of other
regions of Ukraine and chronological periods are single initiatives of individual
researchers.

Today, historical demography in Ukraine faces the problem of institutionali-
zation: academic institutions are often remnants of the Soviet Academy (especial-
ly when it comes to the defense of theses). Their administrators cannot determine
whether historical demography is a part of Ukrainian history, or special historical
disciplines, or whether it is history at all. This, accordingly, creates some distrust
of historical demography on the part of academics oriented towards official/tra-
ditional discourse. And although the field of demographic research in Ukrainian
history is gradually expanding, this is a slow process. The greatest progress has
been made in the study of demographic processes in separate historical regions,
the study of sex and age structures, marriage and marital status of the popula-
tion, family and household typology, etc. The perspective of the marriage market,
family history, fertility, life expectancy, aging and mortality appear to be quite
promising in the light of available sources. The first steps in using modern com-
puter-based methods for creating large databases have been taken.*®

However, progress has been slowed by the lack of a specialized journal such
as, for example, Przesztos¢ Demograficzna Polski, which would play a certain co-
ordinating role. To date, there is only a periodically published specialized section
in the journal Krayeznavstvo (Journal of Local History).

Another problem is the lack of translations of important works. Thus, Cezary
Kuklo’s Demografia Rzeczypospolitej przedrozbiorowej is known and accessible
only to a limited number of Ukrainian scholars today. Given its distribution in
Ukraine, it would serve as a methodological model, since it describes contexts
like those in Ukraine. On the other hand, such a base would contribute to the in-
clusion of regional features of Ukraine into the wider European or world context.
Currently, Ukrainian historians are becoming acquainted with the historical de-
mographic research of their colleagues through sporadic participation in summer
schools, internships, conferences in Poland, Romania, the Netherlands and Hun-
gary. However, this is a rather small circle of people, and similar summer schools

* Tymofii Brik, “Wages of male and female domestic workers in the Cossack Hetmanate:
Poltava, 1765 to 1769,” Economic History of Developing Regions 2 (2018): 123—-146.
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in Ukraine have not yet been held. Meanwhile, there have only been two confer-
ences on historical demographic subjects, both of which took place in Poltava.
On the other hand, given the summer schools, conferences and publication
of translated research, the prospects for historical demography in Ukraine are
very good, providing there is some institutionalization. With the paradigm shift in
contemporary Ukrainian historiography, its anthropologization, the demand for
knowledge gained through historical demographic studies is increasing. This can
be seen in the study of early modern history, which in modern Ukraine is most
sensitive to methodological changes. The research area is wide, both for the thor-
ough study of the other regions of Ukraine (apart from the Hetmanate), and for
the wide coverage of the nineteenth century, with its relatively good source base.

Bibliography

Anri, Leon and Alan Blyum. Metodika analiza v istoricheskoi demografii, Metodika
analiza v istoricheskoy demografii. Moscow: RGGU, 1997.

Borodenko, Olena. Samotnia zhinka v silskomu sotsiumi Hetmanshchyny dryhoi polov-
yny XVIII st.: istoryko-demohrafichnyi analiz (na prykladi Poltavskoho polky). Za-
porizhzhia, 2014.

Brik, Tymofii. “Wages of male and female domestic workers in the Cossack Hetmanate:
Poltava, 1765 to 1769.” Economic History of Developing Regions 2 (2018): 123—146.

Chyruk, Sviatoslav. Liuteranski kolonii Pivdennoi Ukrainy kintsia XVIII — pochatky
XIX st.: istoryko-demohrafichnii aspekt. Dnipropetrovsk, 2016.

Dmytrenko, Vitalii. Materialy tserkovnoho obliku naselennia Kyivskoi ta Pereiaslavsko-
Boryspilskoi yeparkhii yak dzherelo z vyvchennia sotsiumu Hetmanshchyny XVIII
stolittia. Poltava: Simon, 2016.

Dudka, Svitlana. “Rodyny meshkantsiv sela Davydivka Pyriatynskoi protopopii
(za danymy spovidnoho rozpysu 1765 1.).” Naukovi Zapysky NaUKMA. Istorychni
nauky 1 (2018): 26-30.

——— “Rodyny meshkantsiv sela Kharkivtsi u dryhii polovyni XVIII st. (za danymy
spovidnykh rozpysiv).” Eminak 24 (2018), 1: 15-20.

Fauve-Chamoux, Antoinette, Ioan Bolovan, and Selvi Sogner, eds. 4 Global History
of Historical Demography. Half a Century of Interdisciplinarity. Bern: Peter Lang,
2016.

Filippova, Marina. Bolgarske naselennia Pivdennoi Bessarabii u pershiy polovyni XIX
stolittia: istoryko-demografichniy aspect. Kyiv, 2012.

Kasianov, Heorhii. Hezghodni: ukrainska intelihentsiia v rusi opory 1960-80-kx rokiv.
Kyiv, 1995.

Krikun, Nikolai. Narodonaselenie Podol skogo voevodstva v XVII-XVIII vv. Lviv, 1965.

Kazimirov, Dmytro. Osoblyvosti formuvannia ta rozvytku sotennykh struktur Hetmansh-

chyny druhoi polovyny XVII-XVIII st. (za materialamy Menskoji sotni Chernihivs-
koho polku). Kyiv, 2012.



28 Igor Serdiuk, Yuriy Voloshyn

Koen, Matthijs, Saskia Hin, Jan Kok, and Hideko Matsuo. “Introduction.” In The Future
of Historical Demography. Upside Down and Inside Out. Leuven, Acco, 2016.

Kovalenko, Oksana. “Goncharski rodyny Poltavy XVIII st.” Krayeznavstvo 3 (2010):
109-115.

———. “Simia ta domohospodarstva honchariv Poltavy XVIII st. (za materialamy
Heneralnoho opysu 1765—1766 rokiv).” Materialy do ukrainskoi etnolohii: Zbirnyk
naykovykh prats 8 (2009): 132—135.

——— “Family Structures and Population of Craftsmen Households in Cossack
Ukraine in the Second Half of the 18th Century.” Przesztos¢ Demograficzna Polski
40 (2018): 63-82.

Krykun, Mykola. “Naselennia domohospodarstv u Zhytomyrskomu poviti Kyivskoho
voievodstva 1791 roku.” In Voievodstva Pravoberezhnoi Ukrainy u XVI-XVIII stolit-
tiakh: statti i materialy. Lviv: Polihrafichnyi tsentr Vydavnytstva Lvivskoi Politekh-
niky, 2012.

Krikun, Nikolai. Narodonaselenie Podol skogo voevodstva v XVII-XVIII vv. Lviv, 1965.

Kuklo, Cezary. “Problematyka badawcza i sSrodowiska naukowe demografii historyczne;j
na famach Przesztosci Demograficznej Polski 1967-2016.” Przesztos¢ Demograficz-
na Polski 39 (2017): 11-29.

———. Demografia Rzeczypospolitej przedrozbiorowej. Warszawa: DiG, 20009.

Meshkov, Dmytro. Zhyttievyi svit Prychornomorskykh nimtsiv (1781-1871). Kyiv: Klio,
2017.

Momot, Anastasiia. “Demohrafichna kharakterystyka naselennia sela Pohreby za dany-
my Heneralnoho opysy 1765-1769 rr.” Krayeznavstvo 3—4 (2016): 77-86.

Perkovskyi, Arnold. “Vosproizvodstvo krepostnogo naseleniya Kievskoi gubernii
v 1834-1850 gg.” Sotsial 'no-demograficheskie protsessy v Rossiiskoi derevne: XVI—
nach. XX vv.: Mater. XX sessii vsesoyuzn. simpoziuma po izychenii problem agrarn.
istorii 1 (1986): 183-192.

——— “O lyudnosti ukrainskogo dvora i velichine semi vo vtoroy polovine X VIII veka
(po materialam Rumyantsevskoy opisi i tserkovnoy statistiki).” Problemy istorich-
eskoy demografii SSSR (1977): 104—111.

———. “Dovholitni liudy na Pravoberezhnii Ukraini v XVIII st.” Ukrainskyi istorych-
nyi zhurnal 2 (1966): 106—109.

——— “Evoliutsiia sim’i i domohospodarstva na Ukraini v XVII — pershii pol. XIX st.”
Demohrafichni doslidzhennia: Resp. mizhvidomch. zb. 4 (1979): 37-46.

Perkovskyi, Arnold, and Serhii Pyrozhkov. “Demohrafichni vtraty Ukrainskoi RSR
v 30-ti roky,” UIZh 8 (1989): 24-36.

———. “Demohrafichni vtraty Ukrainskoi RSR v 40-h rokah.” UIZh 2 (1990): 15-25.
———. “Ekstremalni sytuatsii i demohrafichni katastrofy v Ukraini (1920-1930).” Pa-
miat stolit 5 (1997): 103—114.

Pirozhkov, Sergei, and Emel’yan Rydnitskii. “Pamyati Arnolda Perkovskogo.” Demoskop
(2005): 225-226.



Historical Demography in Ukraine: From “Political Arithmetic”... 29

Prigarin, Aleksandr. Russkie staroobryadtsi na Dynae: formirovanie etnokonfessional noi
obshchnosti v kontse XVIII — pervoi polovine XI1X vv. Odessa—Izmail-Moscow, 2010.

Ptukha, Mikhail. Ocherki po istorii statistiki XVI — XVIII vekov. Moskva: OGIZ, 1945.

Riswick, Tim, Antoinette Fauve-Chamoux, loan Bolovan, and Selvi Sogner, eds.
“A Global History of Historical Demography. Half a Century of Interdisciplinarity.”
Tijdschrift voor Sociale en Economische Geschiedenis 14 (2017): 112—114.

Romantsov, Volodymyr. Istorychna demohrafiia Ukrainy XVIII — pochatky XIX st.: spet-
skurs dlia stud. vyshch. navch. zakl. Kyiv: Vydavnytstvo imeni Oleny Telihy, 2010.

Saienko, Nataliia. “Kozatski rodyny Baturyna druhoi polovyny XVIII st. Za danymy
Heneralnoho Opysu Livoberezhnoi Ukrainy.” Krayeznavstvo 1-2 (2016): 115-122.

Sakalo, Oleksandr. Typolohiia i struktura domohospodarstv silskoho naselennia Het-
manshchyny dryhoi polovyny XVIII st.: na prykladi Lubenskoho polku. Kyiv, 2011.

Serdiuk, Igor. “Childhood and its Age Limits in 18th-Century Hetmanate Society.” Bylye
Gody 37 (2015), 3: 499-507.

——— Malenkyi doroslyi: dytyna y dytynstvo v Hetmanshchyni XVIII st. Kyiv: K.I.S.,
2018.

———. Polkovykh horodov obyvateli: istoryko-demohrafichna kharakterystyka mis-
koho naselennia Hetmanshchyny druhoi polovyny XVIII st. Poltava: ASMI, 2011.

Soldatova, Kateryna. “Struktura naselennia s. Trostianka Baturynskoi sotni Nizhynsko-
ho polky v druhii polovyni X VIII st. (za materialamy spovidnykh knyh 1763 roku).”
Sivershchyna v istorii Ukrainy 10 (2017): 200-204.

Steshenko, Valentyna. “Demohrafiia istorychna.” In Entsyklopediia istorii Ukrainy: T. 2:
H-D Kyiv: Vydavnytstvo “Naukova Dumka,” 2004.

Sytyi, Thor. Metrychna knyha s. Redkivka yak dzherelo z istorii liudnosti Chernihivskoho
Podniprovia XVIII st. Chernihiv, 2004.

Vinnichenko, Oleksiy. “Istorychni studii Mykoly Krykuna.” In Kriz stolittia: Studii
na poshanu Mykoly Krykuna z nahody 80-richcha. Lviv: NTSh, 2012.

Vishnevskii, Anatolii. “Trudnoe Vozrozhdenie Demografii.” Sotsiologicheskii zhurnal
1-2 (1996): 93-116.

Voloshyn, Yuriy. “Household Composition and Family Structures of Ukrainian Cossacks

in the Second Half of the Eighteenth Century.” History of the Family 20 (2015), 1:
141-157.

———. “Servants in Hetmanate Cities: The Case of Poltava City During the 1760s—
1770s.” Journal of Family History 42 (2017), 4: 369-380.

——— “Suchasni istoryko-demohrafichni doslidzhennia rannomodernoho ukrains-
koho syspilstva: metodolohichnyi dyskurs,” Istorychna pamiat 1 (2007): 5-24.
——— “Widows and Widowers of Poltava in the Second Half of the 18th Century.”

Przeszlos¢ Demograficzna Polski. 37 (2015), 4: 39—-60.

———. Kozaky i pospolyti. Miska spilnota Poltavy druhoi polovyny XVIII st. Kyiv:
K.I.S., 2016.



30 Igor Serdiuk, Yuriy Voloshyn

——. Rozkolnytski slobody na terytorii Pivnichnoi Hetmanshchyny u KhVIII st. (isto-
ryko-demohrafichnyi aspekt). Poltava: ASMI, 2005.

Voronchuk, Iryna. “Istorychna demohrafiia Ukrainy XVI-XVII st.: stan, problemy,
metody.” Pivdennyi Arkhiv: Zbirnyk naukovykh prats 2 (1999): 125-135.

Yakymenko, Oleksandr. “Istoryko-demohrafichni aspekty domohospodarstv Pivnichnoi
Hetmanshchyny u dryhii polovyni XVIII st.” Naykovi pratsi istorychnoho fakultetu
Zaporizkoho natsionalnoho universytetu 43 (2015): 57—63.

———. “Typolohiia i struktura selianskoi rodyny Starodubskoho polku u dryhii polovy-
ni XVIII st. (na prykladi sil Koman ta Kudlaivka Novhorodskoi sotni).” Naykovi
zapyski Natsionalnoho Universytety «Ostrozka Akademiia» 24 (2015): 27-35.

Yaremchuk, Vitalii. Mynule Ukrainy v istorychnii nautsi URSR pislia stalinskoi doby.
Ostroh, 2009.

Zamura, Olena. Velykyi Shalenets: smert i smertnist v Hetmanshchyni XVIII st. Kyiv:
K.L.S., 2014.

Historical Demography in Ukraine: From “Political Arithmetic”
to Non-Political History

Summary

This article discusses the peculiarities of the development of historical demography in
Ukraine. The authors tried to find out why this branch of historical knowledge was un-
popular in Soviet and post-Soviet Ukraine, describe its current state and the prospects
open to Ukrainian researchers today.

In the first decades of the twentieth century in Ukraine, population research and his-
torical statistics were well developed, which could have become a good precondition for
the development of historical demography in the future. However, after the establishment
of the Soviet totalitarian regime, demographers, in common with other social scientists
and humanities academics, became subject to repression and total ideological control.
Those who managed to avoid repression were forced to make “convenient” conclusions
confirming the correctness of the Soviet plan. In their works, they implemented rigorous
self-censorship, and gave foreign methodological patterns only a cursory glance, under
the risk of being accused of bourgeois bias, working for foreign intelligence, or becom-
ing ideologically victimized, and so on. Consequently, unlike their Polish colleagues,
Ukrainian researchers could not join the founding and work of specialized international
institutions on historical demography.

A revival in this direction, which should be associated with the so-called “Thaw” un-
der Nikita Khrushchev, began in the 1960s, when historical demographic techniques were
first used by researchers of Ukrainian early modern history, primarily by Mykola Krykun
and Arnold Perkovskyi. However, this period lasted for a short time, and historians of the
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seventeenth and eighteenth centuries were declared “bourgeois nationalists.” A number
of prominent academics were dismissed, and were forced to change their academic area
of interest. This is one of the reasons why historical demographic studies did not develop
further.

The collapse of the USSR appeared to usher in favorable circumstances, but the
opportunity to study previously prohibited topics primarily prompted the study of the
most painful, socially significant problems, such as repression or Holodomor. Anoth-
er important obstacle was the fact that contemporary Ukrainian historians learned the
achievements of world historiography through Russian mediation. The vast majority had
no knowledge of European languages; therefore, in the absence of a translation of meth-
odological works, the idea of historical demography remained at the level of the first half
of the twentieth century. Thus, demography was believed to be an attempt to determine
the size of the population in the past.

The article also describes what caused an interest in historical and demographic
methods in the early 2000s. The authors analyze the circumstances for the emergence and
development of the Poltava academic center which studies the demographic processes
in the territory of the Cossack Autonomous Region, the Hetmanate, in the 18th century.
The authors consider the extension of historical demography to other historical regions
and periods, and discuss the prospects and importance of its development for Ukrainian
historiography.

Demografia historyczna w Ukrainie: od ,,arytmetyki politycznej”
do historii niepolitycznej

Streszczenie

W artykule oméwiono osobliwo$ci rozwoju demografii historycznej w Ukrainie. Auto-
rzy probowali odpowiedzie¢, dlaczego ta galaz wiedzy historycznej byta niepopularna
w sowieckiej i postsowieckiej Ukrainie, opisac jej obecny stan i perspektywy otwieraja-
ce si¢ dzis$ przed ukrainskimi badaczami.

W pierwszych dekadach XX wieku w Ukrainie badania nad ludno$cia i statystyka hi-
storyczng byly dobrze rozwinigte, co moglo stanowi¢, w przysztosci, dobry zaczatek dla
rozwoju demografii historycznej. Jednak po ustanowieniu sowieckiego rezimu totalitar-
nego demografow, wspdlnie z innymi badaczami zajmujgcymi si¢ naukami spotecznymi
i humanistycznymi, poddano represjom i catkowitej kontroli ideologicznej. Ci, ktéorym
udato si¢ uniknac¢ represji, zostali zmuszeni do wyciagnigcia ,,odpowiednich” wnioskow
potwierdzajacych stuszno$¢ sowieckiego planu. W swoich pracach wprowadzili rygo-
rystyczng autocenzurg, a zagranicznym wzorcom metodologicznym przygladali si¢ je-
dynie pobieznie, pod grozba oskarzenia o burzuazyjne zapatrywania, pracy na rzecz
obcego wywiadu lub wiktymizacji ideologicznej itd. W rezultacie, w przeciwienstwie do
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swoich polskich kolegow, ukrainscy badacze nie mogli podja¢ prac organizacyjnych czy
dotaczy¢ do tych, ktore byly prowadzone przez wyspecjalizowane instytucje miedzyna-
rodowe w zakresie demografii historyczne;.

Odrodzenie w interesujacej nas dziedzinie nalezy kojarzy¢ z tzw. odwilza pod rza-
dami Nikity Chruszczowa. Nastapito ono w latach 60. XX wieku, kiedy badacze ukrain-
skiej historii wczesnonowozytnej, gtdéwnie Mykota Krykun i Arnold Perkowski, po raz
pierwszy zastosowali historyczne techniki badan demograficznych. Okres ten trwat jed-
nak krotko, a historykow XVII i XVIII wieku uznano za ,,burzuazyjnych nacjonalistow.”
Kilku wybitnych naukowcow zostato zwolnionych i zmuszonych do zmiany zaintereso-
wan naukowych. Jest to jeden z powodow zastoju historycznych badan demograficznych.

Upadek ZSRR wydawat si¢ poczatkiem sprzyjajacych okolicznosci dla rozwoju, ale
mozliwos¢ studiowania wczesniej zakazanych tematow przede wszystkim sktonita do
badania najbardziej bolesnych, istotnych spotecznie problemow, takich jak represje czy
Hotodomor. Inng wazng przeszkoda byt fakt, ze wspolczesni ukrainscy historycy pozna-
wali osiggnigcia $wiatowej historiografii za posrednictwem rosyjskiej nauki. Zdecydo-
wana wigkszo$¢ nie znata jezykow europejskich; wobec braku ttumaczenia prac meto-
dologicznych koncept badan demografii historycznej nie wybiegat poza ten zarysowany
w pierwszej potowie XX wieku. Stad tez uwazano, ze demografia byla proba ustalenia
liczebnosci populacji w przesztosci.

W artykule réwniez opisano, co spowodowato zainteresowanie metodami histo-
rycznymi i demograficznymi na poczatku XXI wieku. Autorzy analizuja okolicznosci
powstania i rozwoju osrodka akademickiego w Pottawie, w ktoérym sa badane procesy
demograficzne zachodzace w XVIII wieku na terytorium kozackiego regionu autono-
micznego — Hetmanatu. Autorzy rozwazaja obje¢cie badaniami demografii historyczne;j
innych historycznych regionow i okresow oraz dyskutuja o perspektywach i znaczeniu
rozwoju demografii historycznej dla ukrainskiej historiografii.



