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Larisa Filatova 

ORTRAITS OF LEADERS OF EDUCATION AND CULTURE 
IN KATERYNOSLAV (FIRST HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY) 

The article deals with activities of directors of Katerynoslav school in the first 
half of the nineteenth century. When a new education system was laid down in the 
Russian Empire. One of the first organizers of education in Katerinoslav province, a 
teacher, the first director of Katerynoslav classical gymnasium was Dmitrii T. Myzko 
(1772 – 1847). Under his leadership, there were discovered four people in the county 
schools of Katerinoslav province and three – in Kherson and 53 parochial schools. 
Work of Dmitri Timofeevich in the field of education was adequately marked. In 1815 
Kharkiv University gave him the academic title Doctor of Art Sciences; in 1816 he 
became a full member of the St. Petersburg Free Economic Society, which brought 
together people of high education and culture; in 1818 he was elected as a 
corresponding member of «Imperial Humanistic Society». 

The second headmaster and director of schools in Katerynoslav province was 
one of the best students of D. T. Myzko Akim Y. Kovalevsky (?–1865) – A man of high 
culture, a graduate of Kharkov University, founder of the dynasty of Katerynoslav 
teacher. His daughter Alexandra Akimovna Ryndovska (1829–1905) was a famous 
education and culture activist in Katerynoslav. The name is associated with opening 
boarding school for students from other cities, reforming of the institution. High 
school under his leadership was the center of European learning, new teaching 
methods and their practical implementation, in particular the system of mutual 
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teaching students by J. Lancaster. Kovalevsky was concerned not only mental, but 
spiritual and cultural development of pupils, believed that students need to make music 
and singing, do gymnastics. Humanist and Democrat – he valued academic 
achievement and personal qualities of pupils rather than their social background. 

The next director of Katerynoslav school, active cultural and educational 
activist, director of elementary schools in Katerynoslav province was Jacob D. 
Grakhov (?–?). He initiated the construction of the new premises of the educational 
establishment, the establishment of the Observatory for meteorological observations. 
Information on climate change in Katerynoslav Grakhov sent to the Imperial Russian 
Geographical Society, he was its member since 1854. He became the first historian at 
school and in the educational sphere in Katerinoslav, the founder and head of the 
Public Museum of Katerynoslav province, which gave valuable collections of coins, 
minerals, rare paleontological findings of the book. An important figure for the 
musical life in Katerynoslav was staying P. Sokolsky (1832–1887) as a senior teacher 
of natural sciences at school. His performance, music education, educational activity 
were a new important page in the history of high school and the city. 

Keywords: education, teaching activities, gymnasium, music culture, education. 
 24.11.2014 . 
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