mpoMicHe pimeHHs, 3a0e3neunBin KeMOpHIKy cydacHUil MEHEIKMEHT
1 IMHAMIKY pPO3BUTKY.
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UKRAINIAN PARLIAMENT

What does the term “parliament” mean? Parliament is a legislature.
The name is derived from the French “parlement”, the action of “parler”
(speaking): a parliament means talking, a discussion, hence a meeting
(an assembly, a court) where people discuss matters [4].

For a long time Ukraine wasn’t a sovereign state. It was under gov-
ernment of different countries: Polish, Russian, Lithuanian etc. The last
79 years Ukraine was one of 15 republics of the former Soviet Union. It’s
independence was proclaimed only on 24 August, 1991.

The main aim of this work is to investigate and to study the histori-
cal factors which influence on the development of the nowadays legislature
of Ukraine and to mark the parallel in between the stages of becoming the
independency in other “post-soviet” states.

On 16 July, 1990 the Declaration of State Sovereignty of Ukraine
was passed by Verkhovna Rada of Ukrainian republic. This declaration
caused lots of problems in the former Soviet of Union. One of the main
problems was a possibility of ruining the Soviet. That is why the former
USSR decided to hold a referendum, with a question if it was possible to
save “the sovietism”. At that time Leonid Kravchuk was the head of the
Ukrainian parliament. He had strong position. He agreed on referendum
with one more question: if Ukraine had to follow the statements of the
declaration about sovereignty. Althought 30 % of citizens wanted to keep
the former USSR, 70 % of them wanted Ukraine to be sovereign. It
wasn’t the independence, but it was the first step.

The government of the former Soviet Union didn’t want republics to
become independent. Because of this 19 August, 1991 at 6 am state of
emergency was announced. It meant that the government wanted to ruin
all the republican democracy powers. At 9am a chairman of the Ukrai-
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nian parliament received ultimatum, where was written that if Leonid
Kravchuk provides any democrary ideas the army will be used.

Finally, on 24 August, 1991 there was special session of parliament.
The Independence Act was proclaimed. This document was a real an-
nouncement of Ukrainian independence. Ukrainian republic was ruined,
and on the map new sovereign state called Ukraine appeared. Verkhovna
Rada of Ukrainian republic was renamed in Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
(Supreme Counsil of Ukraine) as a sovereign state.

On 4 September, 1991 Verkhovna Rada made a decision about hang-
ing sky-blue-yellow flag above the building of parliament.(Later, on 28
January, 1992 sky-blue-yellow flag was proclaimed national). But world's
society didn’t believe in our independence. They needed confirmation. 1
December, 1991 nation-wide referendum was taken. It involved 84 % of
citizens, 90 % of which seconded the Independence Act of August, 24.

The same day, on 1 December, 1991 the first president of Ukraine
was chosen. It was Leonid Kravchuk. He received 61 % of the votes. His
program aimed at construction of a new Ukraine with a strong state sys-
tem, genuine democracy, material well-being.

Since then Ukraine is sovereign, independent, democratic, social, le-
gal state. The power in Ukraine is divided into three branches: legisla-
tive, executive and judicial [5, p. 287].

The executive power is headed by president, who is a guarantee of
state sovereignty, territorial integrity, following the Constitution of
Ukraine, rights and duties of person and citizen. The judicial power is led
by Supreme court. The legislative power is represented by parliament.
The parliament in Ukraine is called the Verkhovna Rada.lt’s main func-
tion is making laws. It has one chamber, which consists of 450 members.
They are elected at a general, equal and direct election. Parliamentary
elections take place every five years in the last week of March. In Verk-
hovna Rada 450 seats are divided among all parties that achieved 3 % na-
tionwide vote tally [1, p. 199].

The Verkhovna Rada is chosen for 5 years.It works sessionly. Par-
liament can work if 2/3 were chosen. Sessions open the first February’s
Tuesday and the first September’s Tuesday every year.(For example, con-
stitution of Ukraine was accepted on fifth session of parliament of second
convocation). The first session is opened by the oldest chosen deputy.
When Verkhovna Rada starts its work, the first task is to elect the Chair-
man from its membership. The chairman conducts meetings of the Verk-
hovna Rada and organises it’s work [2].

There are some requirements for people who are going to become a
deputy: the person must be 21 years old, must have the vote and such ap-
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plicant must live in Ukraine for last 4 years. The person can’t be a deputy
if he/she has a previous conviction for commiting the crime, but the situa-
tion changes if this conviction was liquidated. The person which was cho-
sen a deputy, can’t work anywhere else. In case a deputy works some-
where else, he/she loses deputy’s mandate. They also have an immunity of
a deputy, what means they can't be arrested without parliament’s permis-
sion [3].

It is interesting, but the Parliamens of other “post-soviet” states have
different structure. For example, in Poland the National Assembly
(“Zgromadzenie Narodowe”) is the name of both chambers of the Polish
Parliament, “the Sejm” and “the Senate”, where sitting in joint session. It
is headed by the Marshal of the Sejm (or by the Marshal of the Senate
when the former is absent).

In the years 1922-1935 and 1989-1990, it was the National Assem-
bly who elected the President of the Republic of Poland by an absolute ma-
jority of votes. In 1935, it was replaced by an Assembly of Electors, which
consisted of the Prime Minister, the Chief Justice, the General Armed
Forces Inspector, 2/3 of deputies to the Sejm, and 1/3 of Senators. The
Senate was abolished in 1946 so in 1947 Boleslaw Bierut was elected
President only by the Sejm. There were no presidents from 1952 till 1989
when the Senate was restored and the National Assembly elected Woi-
ciech Jaruzelski as President.

Since 1990, the President has been elected by the people. However, the
President is still sworn in before the National Assembly, which is also the
only organ which can declare the President’s permanent incapacity to per-
form his duties, or bring an indictment against him before State Tribunal.

From 1992 to 1997. the National Assembly drafted and passed a new
Constitution, which was approved by a national referendum on May 25, 1997.

“The Seimas” is the Lithuanian Parliament. It has 141 members that
are elected for a four-year term. About half of the members of this legisla-
tive body are elected in individual constituencies (71), and the other half
(70) are elected by nationwide vote according to proportional representa-
tion. A party must receive at least 5 %, and a multi-party union at least
7 %, of the national vote to be represented in the Seimas M}

So, Verkhovna Rada is the Ukraine’s Parliament. Verkhovna Rada
is unicameral and is comprised of 450 deputies and one chairman (speak-
er) which presides over parliamentary sessions. It meets in Verkhovna
Rada building in Ukraine’s capital Kyiv. Verkhovna Rada is the sole
body of legislative power in Ukraine. The parliament determines the prin-
ciples of domestic and foreign policy, introduces amendments to the Con-
stitution of Ukraine, adopts laws, approves the state budget, designates
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elections of the President of Ukraine, impeaches the president, declares
war and peace, gives consent to the appointment of the Prime Minister of
Ukraine, appoints or approves appointment of certain officials, appoints
one-third of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine, elects judges for perma-
nent terms, ratifies and denounces international treaties, and exercises cer-
tain control functions.
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ETAIIK MOBJIEHHEBOI'O PO3BUTKY JUTHUHU

MOoBIIEHHSI — OJHA 3 HAWOUIBII CKJIAAHMX 1 BAXKJIUBUX IICUXIYHUX
GyHKIIN JTROIUHA. Y TICHXOJIOTIT MOBJICHHSIM HAa3WBAIOTh MPOIECH BEP-
0aJIbHOTO CIIJIKYBaHHS — TOBOPIHHSI, CIyXaHHs, YMUTaHHs, MUChbMa. 3rij-
HO JITAHOTO BH3HAYCHHS MOBJICHHS HE MOXHA MPUPIBHIOBATH TUTBKH 0
rOBOpiHHS. MOBJIEHHS — II€ 1 YNTaHHS KHWKKH, 1 HAMCAHHS JICTA PiJl-
HuM. HagiTh, po3ymMu HaOJIUHIN 3 COOOI — II¢ TAaKOXK MOBJICHHS, SIKE
HA3WBalOTh BHYTPIIIHIM.

VsBIMO CHTYyalli0: JIFO/IMHA [TOBHICTIO BTpadae MOBJICHHsS. BoHa oj-
pa3y HiOM ONHMHSETHCS B YyXKiil, He3HAWOMIlN KpaiHi. Bona Hikoro He po-
3yMi€ 1 HIXTO 3 OTOUYIOUMX He po3yMie ii. BoHa crae minkom Oesnopan-
HOIO, Hi NIPOYNTATH, & Hi HalMCaTH MO-HEeOY/Ib BOHA TeX He Moxe. Taka
JIIOIMHA BTpavya€e MOKJIMBICTh Peaii3yBaTH OJHY 3 HAWBAXIIUBIIIHX CBOIX
norped — morpely y CHiIkyBaHHI, B 00OMiHI iH(opMalliero. 3HaHHS, SAKi
JFOJICTBO THUCSMOPIYUSIMUA HAKOMMYYBaJlo, 30epirajo i mepenasaio, nepe-
Ba)XKHO 32 JIOTIOMOT'OI0 MOBHU Ta MOBJICHHSI (y TOMY YHCIIi i B JPYKOBAaHOMY
BUIJISAI), TAKOXK CTAlOTh HeAOCTYTHUMH. OTXKe, TaKa JIIo/JHA 1030aBiieHa
MOYKJIMBOCTI HaBYATUCS 1 HABITh MHCJIHTH, TO3asK JJI1 MUCJICHHS MU BU-
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